Chris Wright’s School of Dance and Drama
www.chriswrightdancendrama.co.uk
Newsletter – January 2012
Happy New Year everyone and thank you for our Christmas presents, these were very much appreciated!

Congratulations to Alison who got engaged to Ayde in December and Congratulations to Anna who started her new job at the end of December as a staff nurse on the neonatal ward at Preston Hospital. 
Congratulations to all the Piano pupils who did brilliantly when they took their ABRSM examinations in November 2010.  
Fees – Fees for the new ten week term for all subjects were due on Monday 9th January 2012. Prompt payment is appreciated and in order to benefit from sibling discounts, fees must be paid by the second week of term. We hope that lots of people are benefiting from our class savings and discounts. To view our current prices, please see our website or ask one of the teachers for a form. If you would like to try a new class this term then come and try for free, just book your place first.
Uniform – There is a uniform for each class and these can be viewed on our website or ask one of the teachers for a copy. Please don’t forget about hair! All hair for dance classes must be tied up correctly. Thank you for helping us to encourage the children to look smart for class. We also have our own printed range with the school logo on. T-shirts, sweatshirts, hoodys, joggers etc… They come in black and are available in purple for the competition class. All prices are on our website or see one of the teachers for a form. 
Half Term: The school will be closed after classes on Saturday 11th February and the classes will start again on Monday 20th February. 

Competition Class Performance: Saturday 10th March 2012 7.30pm – Song and Dance spectacular at the Globe Theatre Blackpool Pleasure Beach. (To enquire about joining our Competition class, please speak to one of the teachers.)  
Drama and Musical Theatre Display at Marshside Road Methodist Church: To include all Friday drama pupils and the Competition class. Friday 23rd March 6.30pm start and Saturday 24th March 6.30pm start. Tickets are £4 per adult, children £2. Details will follow shortly. 
Drama LAMDA examinations: Details to follow shortly.    
Easter Holidays: The school will be closed after classes on Saturday 31st March and the classes will start again on Monday 16th April. 

Bank Holiday: The school will be closed on Monday 7th May 2012. 
Become part of History and do your bit for Dance in the London Olympics 2012: As we all know, the Olympics are coming to London this year. This is a momentous occasion in history and we are not going to let it go by without celebrating it!!! The ISTD have teamed up with the London 2012 Olympic committee and they have created an Olympic award examination. Unlike other exams this only consists of two contrasting dance solos and the children receive a commemorative limited edition gold medal award, report and certificate. All the work needed for the examination will be covered in class; no extra coaching will be needed. The candidates go into the exam in groups of 4. This is a fun performance award and it encourages the children to get involved with the Olympics. The cost of the examination is just £20 per person. We are opening this award up to everyone in the school from Primary class (Aged 5 plus) and there is no upper age limit!!! All dance genres are included: Ballet, Tap, Modern Theatre, Jazz, Contemporary, Hip Hop, Cheerleading and National but each candidate must do two different genres of dance in the exam. If your child would like to do the Olympic award but they only do one subject with us, please see your teacher. 
We will be holding a dance display to show family members the Olympic award work and other things we have worked on throughout the term. We will present certificates and medals at this event as well. (If they arrive in time!!!!) 
Examination date: Friday 18th May or Sunday 20th May 2012 between 9am and 4pm. If you would like to take part, please return the slip attached. (We will enter any other ISTD candidates for Tap, Modern Theatre, Ballet, Jazz or National who are ready at this time as well.) 
Dance Displays: At Marshside Road Methodist Church. This will include ALL Ballet, Tap, Modern Theatre, Contemporary, National, Jazz, Hip Hop and Cheerleading classes of ALL ages, spread over two evenings, as there are lots and lots of children involved!!! It will include all Olympic award work and it will also be a display of work done over the last term. We will be arranging two different programmes for each night and some children will only be needed for one performance night, some may be needed for both depending on how many classes a week they do. We will let you know asap who will be performing on which date. Friday 25th May 7pm start and Saturday 26th May 6pm start. Tickets £4 per adult, children £2. All tickets must be bought in advance and details will follow nearer the time. 
Half Term: The school will be closed after classes on Saturday 2nd June and classes will start again on Monday 11th June. 

Garden Party at Marshside Road Methodist Church: Saturday 16th June. 1.30pm meet at the Marshside Temperance Hall, Shellfield Road, and then we parade to the Church field for a dance display at 2pm. There will be no Saturday classes on this day but most children will be involved in the display anyway. We can’t take the whole school to perform at this event unfortunately because the school is too big, but we will let you know who is performing nearer the time. Please do come and support the event anyway, as it helps to raise money for the Church. There are stalls, a bouncy castle, face painting, food etc… and we provide the entertainment. It is really good fun!  
End of Term: Timetabled classes will finish for the summer holidays after classes on Saturday 21st July. 
Summer School: We will be holding another summer school again during the summer holidays. Dates to be confirmed nearer the time. 

New Term: The new Autumn term begins on Saturday 8th September.
ISTD exams: End of November/beginning of December – exact dates to be confirmed. Ballet, Tap, Modern Theatre, Jazz and National exams held over several dates.  Primary – Intermediate. (Advanced 1 and 2 candidates to go to the Liverpool or Manchester Centres.)  
Dance and Drama production at the Floral Hall 2013: It’s booked!!!!!!!!!!! 12th and 13th February 2013. (Dress Rehearsal Monday 11th February) Please note that this is the school half term week. We will begin work for the show before Christmas. 
If you know of any dates when you are unable to perform in any of the above events, please let your teacher know as soon as possible, as this affects the choreography and costume. We have tried to give you as much advanced warning as possible with dates, so that nobody misses out on anything. 

2012 is going to be a very exciting year for Chris Wright’s School of Dance and Drama and we will keep you informed with all the latest developments. Thank you again for all your support. 
